Relatedly, in Chapter 2, Vyjayanthi Rao offers a way of thinking of infrastructure as processes made through the pragmatic ways in which Mumbai's residents inhabit the contingent and extremely megacity. She offers an understanding of how density is an experience that is both productive of elastic and adjustable forms of infrastructure, but is also tied to social and infrastructural engineering to
geographical contexts. In the introductory chapter, Graham and McFarlane envision that the edited volume will fill a gap in the current scholarship on infrastructure and urbanism. In bringing together accounts of how complexes of infrastructure mediate urban life, the authors aim to make visible 'the people of the world's burgeoning cities, and the ways in which they experience urban lives that intermesh with, and are sustained by, the complexes of infrastructure' (p. 1). In order to focus the debate on the ways in infrastructures are produced, lived with and contested, and how infrastructures subjugate or facilitate urban lives, the authors have split the 10 chapters in four thematic parts.
The first part, titled 'Knowing infrastructure', questions how we know and experience urban infrastructures, and how infrastructures shape and impact on urbanism. In Chapter 1, Abdoumaliq Simone tackles this challenge. Drawing on detailed ethnographies of everyday life in Jakarta, Simone presents a vivid picture of infrastructure as a dynamic constellation of processes of urban inhabitation, urban socio-material and socio-political relations, and the surfaces and materials through which urban lives are built and lived. Simone's conceptualisation of infrastructures as fluid and dynamic intersections of and between urban social and material worlds is an important contribution in this volume, especially as it showcases how urban infrastructures are temporal, incremental and dynamic interchanges that allow residents to seek opportunities, hedge risks, recalibrate options and manage contingencies in complex and often precarious urban worlds.
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